Bruce Clarke
Byron Shire Action Group

LESS TALK
MORE ACTION

VOTE

Bruce Clarke for Mayor
Our commitment is to provide bold, transparent
and highly experienced leadership to ensure a
better future for all Byron Shire residents.

www.byronshireactiongroup.org
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OUR PRIORITIES
For The Byron Shire
Accessible housing
r Instigate a land audit of all public
State and Council properties.
r Correct the imbalance of Stateapportioned funds for homelessness
assistance in our Shire.
r Undertake housing reforms to
provide secure and affordable
housing, based on national and
international best practice.
r Ensure ‘granny flat’ DA compliance
to free up more long-term rentals
for locals.
r Work with local philanthropists
and community groups to quickly
establish a women’s refuge.
r Secure funds for additional men’s
shelters and improved support
services.

Community
r Listen to the community and
establish precinct committees
to facilitate transparent,
respectful, kind and inclusive
communications from the outset.
r Increase support for mental
health services including NGOs
and community groups.
r Create careers, not just jobs,
for our youth.

r Reinvigorate the Byron Youth
Activities Centre.
r Facilitate a one-stop support
and referral shop for people
suffering mental health and/or
financial issues.
r Value our cultural and arts
community including populating
our Shire with public art and
provide opportunities for
traditional custodians to share
their history visually and orally.

Environment
r Bring forward Council’s net zero
emissions target; exceed Council’s
targeted annual reduction of
2.5% use of fossil-based energy.
r Work with NSW Government
to investigate all cost-effective
and environmentally-friendly
options to future-proof our beach
assets from the threat of storm
surges.
r Establish more wildlife and feral
predator-free corridors.
r Use sustainable material
technologies including green
concrete, recycled glass and
aggregate in roads and footpaths,
and recycled plastic for street
furniture, play equipment and
fence posts.

r Ban single-use plastics.
r Support Ag Tech initiatives,
best sustainable farming practice,
soil regeneration, and reduced
water usage.
r Review sewage treatment
outflows into the Belongil estuary.

Experienced leadership
r Conduct a forensic audit of
Council finances and funding
priorities.
r Determine why the Office of
Local Government (OLG) has
determined Byron Shire Council
as significantly underperforming
against other Councils.

Infrastructure
Byron Bay is being loved to death. It is
beyond 15,000 ratepayers to provide
services to over a million tourists a year.
r Secure funding from the State and
Federal Governments to alleviate
the burden tourism places on
infrastructure across Byron Shire.
r Seek urgent, effective engineering
plan to stop long-standing flooding
problems, especially in the Ocean
Shores and Mullumbimby areas.

r Long-term rectification of potholes
using recycled plastic.
r Assess measures such as tidal
management of traffic along major
transport routes to Byron Bay such
as Ewingsdale Road and Broken
Head Road.
r Create a south-bound exit to Suffolk
Park from Bangalow.
r Improve access points interchanges.
r Enforce parking restrictions, with
paid parking in the Byron Bay
CBD only.

Transport connectivity
r On-demand fleet of mini-buses to
create an efficient and reliable public
transport network across the Shire,
seamlessly linking communities
and facilitating easier access to
workplaces, and moving to electric
vehicles as a major environmental
initiative.
r Construct more walking and cycling
infrastructure within towns but also
linking our Shire.
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r Greenlight
more
peripheral
areas.
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Progressive Independents
We all deserve better from Local Government
MEET

MEET

Bruce

Julie

Clarke

Meldrum

Bruce’s decades of expertise as a lawyer, local
government specialist, mediator and social and
environmental activist make him uniquely qualified
to be Mayor of Byron Shire.
Since moving to Byron 20 years ago, Bruce has
played an integral part in:
r Providing strategic advice and evidence in

opposition to the Byron West development

r Spearheading the donation strategy for the Byron

Community Centre’s COVID-19 welfare initiatives

r Serving as a committee member of Byron

Community Association, the Ewingsdale
Community Association and as a member of
Bangalow Koalas.

For 16 years, he acted extensively in local government,
planning and environment matters for the Coffs
Harbour City Council, as well as other local councils,
including leading environmental cases litigated to
the High Court. For eight years, Bruce was a Stateappointed member of the Joint Regional Planning
Panel, which decides major development applications
across NSW. He has strong relationships with
politicians and senior bureaucrats across all levels
of government in Australia.

MEET

As a senior diplomat, journalist and corporate
communications strategist, Julie will bring a wealth
of diverse and relevant experience to Council,
underscored by her long-term residency and
association with the entire Byron Shire.
Julie is standing as a Councillor due to her ongoing
frustration with the deterioration of the infrastructure
across the Shire as well as the lack of future thinking
to preserve its stunning natural beauty.
“We need strong and experienced leadership that only
Bruce can provide to correct the current dysfunction,
and to reunite our community. It’s my firm belief that
there is no place for politics in local government,
as allegiance to a national agenda often leads to
untenable results at a local level. I will leverage my
extensive experience as well as close and productive
long-term relationships with the NSW and the Federal
Governments to secure essential funding to alleviate
the impact of tourism on our Shire.”

MEET

Janine
Khosid

A resident of Ocean Shores, Janine owns and operates
a beauty business in Byron Bay specialising in cruelty
free and safe products. Born and raised in South
Africa before emigrating to Australia in 2001, Janine
is seeking to improve community and small business
engagement with Council.

Gary
Deller

Gary Deller is a long-time local resident and café
owner who is committed to ensuring we have a
functional Council which meets the needs of each
area of the Shire in an efficient, consultative, and
collaborative manner. A key focus of his candidacy is
to seek measures to improve the effectiveness of the
Council’s dealings with small business and to bring
further awareness to its role in creating employment
and contributing to a more inclusive culture across the
Byron Shire. Gary will promote Council programs to
address the challenges faced by youth and the LGBTQI
community, and increasing poverty, homelessness and
the escalating housing crisis in the Shire. A long-time
committee member of the Brunswick Heads Chamber
of Commerce, he has also served as a Board member
for Australians for Animals.

“Small businesses are the backbone of our economy
in the Byron Shire, but they are under massive
financial stress and without the clear support they
so desperately need. Everyone has a story here,
with the common theme being the need for greater
engagement, transparency and real avenues for more
real-time communication.
“Bruce’s proactive leadership skills will lead to a
more functional and importantly more empathetic
Council. He is committed to fixing the big issues such
as homelessness and
transport,
butAction
also grassroot
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problems such as lack of adequate drainage and
flooding in Ocean Shores and Mullum, and the need
for dog parks.”
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