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Byron Shire’s deep connection to its cultural and artistic heritage

is central to our identity. 

We should be proud of our Shire’s creative energy and talent,

driven by a strong appreciation of art and culture in its many

forms. However, current Council investment in this field does not

reflect the centrality of arts and culture to our identity and does

not recognise the multitude of benefits artistic and cultural

benefits can provide. 

Inescapably impacted by pandemic restrictions, recent years

have been especially tough for our creative community.

Necessary public health measures have both increased feelings

of isolation and anxiety in our Shire, and have drastically

impacted the creative sector, for whom State and Federal

Government support has been inadequate. 

Looking toward the future, increased investment in arts and

culture is vital to reunite our community, reinvigorate public

spaces and support our creative people. The Byron Shire Action

Group’s cultural action plan places investment in art and culture

at the heart of the wider restoration of our community. Our

actions will aim to increase participation and encourage

innovation in arts and culture across the region. 
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Celebrating our Creatives



A message from Mayoral Candidate 
Bruce Clarke:
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 “Art is a powerful tool to connect our cultural heritage, hinterland and

coast. Our Council has undervalued the power of our vibrant grassroots

community of creatives.

“Beyond its intrinsic value, arts and culture have a range of social,

economic and health benefits for individuals and communities.

“We need a more holistic and broader approach aimed at bringing our

community together, to empower youth to pursue artistic careers, to

activate public spaces and to drive cultural tourism. 

“To do this, we need to review Council’s resources for cultural

initiatives, and establish stronger relationships between our arts

community and businesses to encourage increased community

investment and involvement with the arts through art, dance, festivals,

dance, live music performances, art and multimedia in libraries, street

art, public art, cultural celebrations and exhibitions. 

“We also intend to tap into State and Federal programs to increase

funding for these cross-Shire initiatives.

 “Together, we will create an ambitious long-term future for arts and

culture in Byron Shire that is collaborative, responsive and sustainable.”



   Increase Council’s commitment to the creative sector. 

2. Work with stakeholders to secure State and Federal

Government investment.  

3. Facilitate creative community collaboration

1.

Our Aims

Our cultural plan is structured to achieve these goals and
comprises the following actions:
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Our Actions

Increase Council's Commitment to the 
Creative Sector. 
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Action 1
Investigate a Council collaboration with State and Federal
Governments, and philanthropists, to develop a purpose-built
arts and culture centre, comprising a concert hall, art gallery
and production studio, to showcase local and visiting
creatives as a distinct destination tourism experience.

Our Shire has a unique wealth of generous residents inspired to
live in Byron by their commitment to the values of our region and
the lifestyle it supports. We have the experience to realise the
potential alignment of these private interests with those of all
levels of government, in creating a space dedicated to
supporting and showcasing local artists and to provide a world-

class venue for national and international creatives representing
all forms of culture. Such a project presents a unique
opportunity for shared investment in cultural development, local
talent, and the tourism sector. 
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Action 2
Develop a strategic Public Art program that builds on our
cultural heritage through high quality contemporary public art
commissions - both permanent and temporary - integrated
with master planning and major infrastructure developments. 

The introduction of a public art program will enhance the
distinct identity of our region, building on our Indigenous and
cultural heritage. This will provide exciting, innovative and
contemporary public art that explores the Byron Shire of
yesterday, today and tomorrow. Public art provides a multitude
of benefits to the communities which it inhabits, it creates a
shared sense of community pride, it supports public education
initiatives, and it spotlights local artists and creatives. 

Action 3
Take a professional approach to public art commissioning,
identify opportunities, and develop appropriate models of
delivery and management incorporating best practice. 

We believe that recognition of and respect for the diverse and
talented community of artists in Byron Shire is core to our
values and regional identity. This respect should be reflected
in our approach to public art. Aspiring toward best practice in
our approach to transparent and inclusive commissioning,
delivering and managing public art will underscore these
values.



Our Actions 
Work with Stakeholders to Secure State and
Federal Government Investment.
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Action 4
Leverage existing contacts with State and Federal
Government funding bodies to access grants, and to
encourage a greater uptake to facilitate growth and support
for our cultural and creative sector. 

Although Byron Shire Council’s financial capacity is limited,
Council’s current ability to effectively advocate for allocation of
State and Federal resources to our region is sub-optimal. We
intend to correct this by utilising our extensive experience
working in and with State and Federal Governments. Byron Shire
Action Group will be a strong proponent for our creative sector
in proposing, applying and competing for grants to enhance our
cultural identity and support our creatives.

Action 5
Collaborate with community as well as private and
government partners to create a roadmap which outlines long
term planning and investment strategies to support our
creative enterprises.  

Byron Shire is a melting pot of creativity and a magnet for local
creative businesses. These cultural enterprises attract
independent artists, designers, fashion labels, photographers,
musicians and filmmakers. We recognise the centrality of these
enterprises to the character, economy and continued vibrancy
of our region and will advocate for collaborative, future focused
planning for cultural infrastructure, events and programs. Long-

term integrated planning and investment in this space will
ensure we help grow our important creative enterprises.
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Our Actions

Facilitate Creative Community 
Collaboration. 

Action 6
Conduct a review of Council and State-owned public land
across Byron Shire, including community facilities such as halls
and libraries, public places, beaches and parks to assess the
potential to be utilised as creative spaces.

Public spaces hold the potential to act as the beating heart of
our community, providing accessible, inclusive venues in which
our community can come together. Collaboration is core to the
artistic process by cultivating valuable team working skills, and
building social and cultural bonds which transcend traditional
barriers to inclusion. 
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Action 7
Investigate use of vacant and under-used privately owned
spaces for artists and creative enterprises.

Providing accessible space for artists and creative projects is
an integral part of supporting the creative sector. In a region
where there is a great deal of under-utilised private space,
there is an opportunity for Council to establish a dialogue to
provide opportunities to support one another. We will facilitate
this collaboration with the creative community

Action 8
Utilise art as a tool of education and social healing. 

Support and provide safe and accessible venues for
collaborative projects between artists and disadvantaged
members of our community. Projects across Australia and the
globe have consistently demonstrated that the process of
creating and sharing art can provide tangible benefits to the
lives of those involved. These effects are particularly apparent
when projects consciously support the involvement of
disadvantaged community members. 

Projects of artistic collaboration aid in building social bonds and
supportive cross-community relationships, and provide
participants with opportunities and lifelong tools, such as
teamwork, organisation, creative thinking and self-discipline.
Byron Shire Action Group recognises the huge positives that
result from these collaborations. 



Please also see our press release regarding 
our Arts and Cultural Plan available here. 

For further information or to have your say, 
please visit: byronshireactiongroup.org.

or contact:

E: campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org

M: 0459 815 141

https://byronshireactiongroup.org/pdfs/cultural-policy-media-release-byron-shire-action-group.pdf
https://byronshireactiongroup.org/
mailto:campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org
mailto:campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org

