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Our Approach 

Equitable, accessible, and reliable. 
Aligned with our environmental principles. 
Responsive to the diverse needs of our community.

Byron Shire Action Group wants our Shire to be equitably and
sustainably connected to improve liveability for all. Our transport
and connectivity plan  is designed to benefit our residents, our
businesses, and protect our natural environment.

There are no simple solutions to our current transport and
connectivity issues, but that is not an excuse for inaction. We are
conscious of the many considerations which must underpin a
successful transport and connectivity plan which really works for
Byron Shire. 

Our transport and connectivity actions will help to build a
system that is:  

Our approach to transport and connectivity focuses on the
application of best practice solutions which have proved
effective in trials both in Australia and internationally. However,
we also recognise the unique challenges faced by Byron Shire
and the diverse needs of its residents. 

Thus, we are committed to an approach which centres
community consultation and expert engagement when
addressing current issues and deficiencies, and planning for our
Shire’s future.
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A message from Mayoral Candidate Bruce Clarke   

“Planning and intergovernmental cooperation are key to ensuring
our community is served by accessible, equitable and reliable
transportation options so Byron residents can get where they need
to go. 

"Byron Shire Council currently lacks a strategic transport plan for
addressing the current deficiencies as well as  planning for the
future transport and connectivity needs of Byron Shire. Alongside
our specific actions, Byron Shire Action Group is committed to
expediting the creation of a holistic transport plan, informed both
by community consultation and best practice.

“This kind of planning is vital to ensuring our region’s
transportation needs are accurately recognised and understood
by the NSW State Government, and adequately addressed in state
transport policy and funding decisions.”



Action 1 
Investigate demand-responsive, flexible transit solutions
to broaden the coverage and increase the utility of a
public transport system for both residents and visitors 

A system of on-demand, public transit mini-buses, fitted with
surfboard/bicycle racks, holds the potential to provide many benefits to
our community. Increased public transport accessibility will support the
patronage of businesses across our Shire, especially in areas where
there is limited parking availability. In line with our goal of equity,
increasing the usability of public transit also increases our region’s
liveability, especially for those without access to cars or ability to drive. 

On-demand public transit may also provide an alternative to return
residents and visitors who are staying outside Byron CBD. This agile
service would aim to meet the demand of our young adults to return
home after an evening out in Byron Bay. We will evaluate costing for a
small and agile fleet of mini-buses to provide accessible and easy transit
across our Shire. We envisage from our preliminary discussions with
some stakeholders that in addition to special Government funding there
is scope for business sponsorship. The aim is to transition to electric
vehicles (EVs) as a major environmental initiative. 

Cross Shire Connectivity 
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Action 2 
Investigate the feasibility of utilisation of the rail
corridor as a shared facility for public transport
shuttles and active transport solutions.

The rail corridor holds the potential to provide a safe and
efficient route for residents into Byron Bay and between town
centres. Utilising this corridor would also increase the accessibility
of towns and villages outside of the Byron CBD to tourists,
allowing the benefits of tourism to be more evenly distributed
throughout the Shire without placing undue pressure on housing
or infrastructure. Subject to a complete review of the state of the
rail corridor, we support the implementation of bicycle and
pedestrian access to utilise the corridor without eliminating the
possibility of the return of rail services to the region. 

Action 3
Explore technologically assisted active transport
options for use in the rail corridor, such as the use of
GPS restricted or docked e-bikes and e-scooters. 

We are committed to continuing to look at new and evolving
technologies to aid safe and efficient travel between town centres.
To this end, docked as well as GPS restricted dockless e-bikes and
e-scooters may hold potential to increase the accessibility of
active transport connectivity solutions within our region. 
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A commitment to sustainability and
leadership in the fight against climate
change is both important to us and core
to our community values. In support of
this, we believe that consideration of
environmental impact must underpin
our action in all policy areas, including
transport and connectivity. 

Sustainable Transport 
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Action 4 
Expedite the uptake of electric vehicles
in our public transport fleet 

While increasing the utility of public transit itself
decreases the need for individual vehicles and
thus may serve to lower emissions and
congestion, this is not the limit of public
transport’s capacity for sustainability. While the
current prices of EVs remain prohibitively high,
the costs are expected to decrease dramatically
over the next few years. Supporting early uptake
of EVs a priority in our public transit plan and
acquisition of Council plant and equipment
demonstrates environmental leadership in our
region and supports our plan to bring forward
Council’s net zero emission emissions target
from 2025 to 2023. 



Action 5 
Support the implementation of a network of electric
vehicle charging stations across Byron Shire 

In line with our environmental policy, and in line with the NSW State
Government, we are committed to facilitating the implementation of a
comprehensive network of EV charging stations across our region.
Removing the barrier of ‘range anxiety’ and signalling our support for
the uptake of electric vehicles aims to increase the early private
adoption of EVs in a region currently reliant on private transport. This
would reduce our emissions and dependence on fossil fuels, supporting
our goal of providing a national best practice example for the uptake
of future transport technologies. 

Action 6 
Promote the further development of active transport
throughout our Shire, including the construction of
additional and accessible walking, rolling and cycling
infrastructure  

Making active transport safe and accessible is key to supporting the
liveability of our city and the health of our residents. As such, we
support the realisation and expansion of current council initiatives such
as the Pedestrian Access and Mobility Plan (PAMP) 2019, and the Bike
Plan 2019. We are committed to ensuring that active infrastructure
improvements are brought to fruition in collaboration with the State
Government and other stakeholders. In a region endowed with unique
natural beauty and temperate climate, these features are also valuable
for visitors, adding experiential possibilities while decreasing the
congestion of town centres. If properly implemented, this action will
support Byron as a destination tourism hotspot in a sustainable way.
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Reprioritising Byron Shire

This is the map the NSW Government uses to represent the Northern
Rivers region in their most recent Regional Transport Plan for Northern
Rivers which was released nearly a decade ago in 2013. It is clear that
Byron Shire is not prioritised by the NSW Government in devising their
transport strategy. This is despite the massive pressure on infrastructure
created by our region's status as a tourism hotspot. It is vital that we
communicate effectively with the State Government and other
stakeholders to ensure Byron Shire’s needs are fully recognised and
appropriately addressed at the State level.
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Transport Policy Planning and State

Government Coordination 

Where's Byron? 



Action 7 
Facilitate the creation of a strategic transport plan to
enable coherent communication of transport needs
and policy priorities to State Government. 

Byron Shire Council currently lacks a strategic transport plan
for addressing the deficiencies, and planning for the future
transport and connectivity needs of Byron Shire. Byron Shire
Action Group is committed to expediting the creation of a
holistic transport plan, informed both by community
consultation and best practice. This plan would, like the
Pedestrian Access and Mobility Plan (PAMP) and Bike Plans,
serve to provide a sound basis for relations with other levels
of government regarding our Shire’s strategic transport and
connectivity objectives. Planning is vital to ensuring our
region’s transportation needs are accurately recognised and
understood by the NSW State Government and adequately
addressed in state transport policy and funding decisions.
Coming to the table with a coherent message and set of
policy priorities would support a positive and productive
relationship between local and state governments which is
essential in shared competence policy areas like transport
and connectivity. 

If you have any comments or queries about Byron Shire Action
Group's Transport and Connectivity strategy, or would like to let
us know about the connectivity issues you're facing, please get in
touch via byronshireactiongroup.org.

9

https://byronshireactiongroup.org/


Please also see our press release regarding 
our Transport and connectivity Plan 
 available here. 

For further information or to have your say, 
please visit: byronshireactiongroup.org.

or contact:

--

E: campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org 

M: 0459 815 141

https://byronshireactiongroup.org/pdfs/transport-and-connectivity-policy-press-release-byron-shire-action-group.pdf
https://byronshireactiongroup.ghost.io/news/byron-shire-action-group-transport-and-connectivity-plan/
https://byronshireactiongroup.org/
mailto:campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org
mailto:campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org
mailto:campaign@byronshireactiongroup.org

